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MINUTES of meeting of the Old Buckenham 
Parish Council 

held on 5th March 2026 at 19:30 
 at Old Buckenham Village Hall 

 
The minutes are recorded in line with the terms of reference for meet-
ing and the numbered items on the agenda. Copies of the Agenda will 
be issued alongside the final ratified minutes. 
 
Present: Councillors N Bailey - Chair (NB), D Irons – Vice Chair (DI), S Burton (SB), L Evison (LE), P 
Twissell (PT), D Butler (DB)  
Apologies: - S Gowers (SG), D Taylor (DT), 
 
In Attendance: - Megan Elvin – Clerk (ME),  
Also present: 8 members of the Public                              Meeting opened: 19h32 
 
Chair signed as approved:                                                Date: 
Vice chair singed as approved:                                        Date: 

Old Buckenham 
Parish Council

 

 
 

Minute  Action 

26.03. 01 Apologies for absence 
S Gowers unable to attend.  
D Taylor may be able to attend from 21:00 

 

26.03. 02 To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5th March 
2026 

Propose By PT and Seconded by LE to approve (5 in favour 1 
abstained due to absence) APPROVED 

 

26.03. 03 To record declarations of interests not already recorded in 
the current Members’ Register of Interests 

N/A 

 

26.03. 04 Public Participation – open forum for questions not relat-
ing to the agenda (3 minutes each) 

Member of public – path that runs from Norfolk House along to 
the shop – this gets very dangerous and muddy when it is wet. 
– will look into it and come back to it.  

Can a bigger bin be provided outside the shop – this gets over-
full very quickly and is then causing rubbish being blown across 
The Green. – will look into providing a 2nd bin/ find out who is 
responsible for the one currently there.  
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Signage in the village – give way sign from Harlingwood Lane 
onto Cake Street is covered by hedgerow – Letter to be sent to 
resident to cut the hedge back and to consult highways.  

Just past the rookery down cake street – signage of junction 
ahead is covered in hedgerow – same as above.  

 

ME 

26.03. 05 Financial Matters  

Barclays Community Account  £10,507.82 

Lloyds Community Account  £3,637.29 

   

Payments for Approval   

PAYEE    

M Elvin – Salary  £327.00 

M Elvin – Phone bill  £5.00 

J Aitken – Salary  £130.80 

A Hannah – Comm Car  £16.20 

D Hannah – Comm Car  £36.50 

J Frost – Comm Car  £19.80 

L Gedge – Jan Comm Car  £44.50 

L Gedge – Feb Comm Car  £39.15 

OB Methodist Church  £22.20 

OB Village Hall  £20.00 

HMRC – Late Submission Fine  £200 

   

Total payments 01/03/2026  £861.15 

   

 

Payment also issued 23.02.2025 to TBF Traffic LTD of £438 – 
initially approved in December Minutes for work to be carried 
out at Puddledock Corner.  

 

Late filing fines have occurred due to waiting for salaries to be 
approved in the meeting before filing with HMRC. This then 
means that some dates the filing does not fall within the given 
dates (5th – 5th)  
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Going forward – to avoid this – contracted hours will be filed 
and paid last working day of each month. Any additional 
hours/expenses will then be added to the following months pay-
ment.  

E.g. March hours paid 31st March – Expenses/ additional hours 
approved but paid 30th April 

 

 

Our RFO J Aitken is having to stand down 1 month early due to 
other work commitments which prevents her from carrying out 
the role sufficiently.  

ME to take on the position of RFO on top of Clerk – additional 
hours to be discussed in April’s Meeting.  

JA will be stepping down from 31st March 2026. 

 

Propose By LE and Seconded by SB to approve (6 in favour) 
APPROVED 

26.03. 06 To receive Councillors and District Councillors reports and 
reports of matters arising from those minutes: for update 
and information only 

 
SA unable to attend – Report provided (Appendix A) 
 
NB: Phone box – can this have a further use? Previously been 
suggested to be used as a book swap – but too close to the pond. 
 
ME: Correspondences received: 

 from press regarding statement on the speed awareness 
signs – provided statement, 1 news article has already been 
issued.  

 from UK Power Network – wanting to install Broadband for a 
client but the telegraph pole is within the land registry 
NK455181 which the current property owner has claimed is 
not their address and is part of The Green. – ME to contact 
S Dye and ask for advise.  
Would we provide a wayleave agreement for not.  

 From member of public wishing to use The Green for family 
picnic in July. No application required for this – responded to 
ask no cars to be parked on the Green.  
 
3 letters have been sent to transport companies who’s driv-
ers have been using Hargham Road in vehicles over the 
7.5t weight limit.  
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26.03. 07 To consider planning applications and to receive Breck-

land District Council’s decisions made on any planning ap-
plications received before the meeting: 

 

(All planning applications are available for viewing on the 
Breckland District Council planning portal – www.breck-
land.gov.uk/article/2933/Search-Planning-Applications - Par-
ish Councillors have been asked by the chairman to view 
the new applications in advance of the meeting) 
 

New planning applications 
I. Ref: PL/2026/0206/HOU 

Proposal: Single-storey rear extension to re-
place conservatory. 
Site: The Cottage, Loss Wroo, Hargham Road, 
Old Buckenham 
Link: https://publicportal.breckland.gov.uk/plan-
ning/index.html?fa=getApplica-
tion&id=199081&language=en 
 
No Issues.  
 
Propose By NB and Seconded by PT to support 
(6 in favour) APPROVED 

 
 

 

 

26.03. 08 Green Working Committee Update 
 
Meeting held 16th Feb. Pathway from school towards the OX – S 
Barker to cut this back.  
 
Looking into quotes and estimates to clear Rod Alley Pond.  
 
Only 1 bat box left on the Green, looking to get some new ones put 
up. 
 
Structure of Committee cannot be changed.  
2 green rights, 2 PC, 2 public and lord of the Manor.  
 
Litter pick and fallen branch pick up 7th March outside Ox & 
Plough.  
22nd April is another volunteer day. 
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1st cut of The Green has been postponed until July due to the 
grass being too wet to cut. An area will be left wild.  
 
Will be querying increase on wayleaves.  
 
Risk assessments have been agreed that they need to be followed. 
 
Terms of Reference for Green Working Committee will need updat-
ing.  
 

26.03. 09 Ottomer Pond (Ongoing) 
 
Flood authority has issued correspondence to the landowner to 
carry out the clearing.  
 

1. Who within the PC has been assigned the task of being pro 
active at arranging for this watercourse to be cleared out so 
that the flow of water from the pond is not restricted.  

2. What plan of action has been put in place, who you intend to 
contact and how you intend to ensure an enforcement no-
tice is issued to BOTH land owners to clear any part of the 
watercourse next to their land. 

3. What plan do you have in place for the stretch of water-
course that runs between the high school and the stud 
which will also have Riparian rights. 

 
At the moment we cannot move further than what we already have. 
ME to chase NCC again.   
 
At the pond area there is a lot of Bull Rushes which was catching 
on the drain – Councillors to be pro active and clear this when it 
occurs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ME 

26.03. 10 Parking (Ongoing) 
 
Less numbers parking at The Gamekeeper  
More cars parking down Abbey Road.  
 
Not a lot more the School can do – we cannot stop people parking, 
we do not have the authority.  
 
High school newsletter has the parking notice at the gamekeeper 
which goes out weekly.  
 

 

26.03. 11 Crown Road Parking and Repairs 
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The trees that run down Crown Road are self seeding. – Used to 
be a small ditch there.  
 
There is ample parking in other areas by the book shop and pub 
that people can use to park.  
 
Idea to make the area very shallow and post around it to stop the 
parking from getting bigger.  – 3 councillors voted 
 
Or  
 
Repair the Green back to what it should be and install bollards to 
stop cars from parking there.  3 councillors voted.  
 
Public in attendance also asked for opinion -  7/8 voted to com-
pletely fill in the parking areas.  
 
Signs to be put up to advice other parking around the village.  
 
Propose By NB and Seconded by PT to repair back to the Green 
(5 in favour 1 abstained) APPROVED 
 
SB to take measurement of the area and pass to ME to get quotes 
for soil.  
 
 

26.03. 12 Repairs to The Green 
 

2 Quotes obtained to repair green.  
 

 
Propose By NB and Seconded by PT to go with quote 1 (6 in fa-
vour) APPROVED 
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PC will pay for the repairs and then invoice D Tranmer who has 
been made aware.  
 

26.03. 13 Volunteer Meet & Greet Day 
 
25th April 2026 10:00 – 12:30 
 
Parish Council will provide the latest copy of minutes and agenda 
coming up. Brief synopsis of each councillor. As well as information 
on the Community Car Scheme.  
 

 

26.03. 14 Solar Farm update 
 

DI currently in talk with representative. For a face to face meeting 
regarding this.  
 
Idea provided from member of public regarding what to do with the 
funds:  

 Electric car charging point in village hall car park 
 Replacing main lighting in village hall to low energy (saving 

energy)  
 Grant towards renovation of windmill (changing old produc-

tion of energy) 

ME to put out onto social media for ideas. The funding is potentially 
coming this way. It is not a guarantee. But ideas are welcome.  
 

 

26.03. 15 Community Car Update 
 
Application for funding has been submitted.  
 
D Taylor to take on Community Car Co-Ordinator role.  
 
ME to purchase 6 Highway codes for the drivers.  
 
Propose By DI and Seconded by NB to purchase (6 in favour) 
APPROVED 
 
 

 

26.03. 16 Approve the following policies:  
 IT Policy (new policy) 
 Safeguarding Policy (new policy) 
 Publication Scheme (new policy) 
 Reserves Policy (new policy) 
 Health & Safety Policy (annual review) 
 Anti-Bullying and Harassment Policy (annual review) 
 Anti-Bullying and Harassment Guide (annual review) 
 Disciplinary Policy (annual review) 
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 Complaints Procedure (annual review) 

Propose By NB and Seconded by DI to approve (6 in favour) 
APPROVED 

 
 
 

26.03. 17 Internal Audit Quote 
 
Quote received from a recommended internal auditor.  
£200 to carry out a thorough review of governance and financials 
with recommendations if necessary.  
Extra charge of 0.45p per mile if required to travel.  
 
No other quotes received back – we need to have this audit to 
cover the External Audit.  
 
Propose By NB and Seconded by PT to approve (6 in favour) 
APPROVED 
 
 

 

26.03. 18 Asset Register 
 
Appendix B 
 

Propose By NB and Seconded by LE to approve (6 in favour) 
APPROVED 

 
 

 

26.03. 19 Footpath along the Green / pothole refill outside shop.  
 

 
 
 

Propose By NB and Seconded by DB to go with quote 1 (6 in fa-
vour) APPROVED 
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Will be in receipt of a refund from NCC from Parish Partnership 
scheme of £3127 this will be used to go towards the repairs.  

 
26.03. 20 Embankment outside Hargham Road Cottages. 

 
Letter created to send to residents regarding the further require-
ments for drainage.  

 

 

26.03. 21 Confirm dates of Monthly Parish Council meetings for year 
2026/27 
 
Thursday 2nd April 2026 
Wednesday 6th May 2026 
Thursday 4th June 2026 
APM Saturday 13th June 2026 
Thursday 2nd July 2026 
Thursday 6th August 2026 
Thursday 3rd September 2026 
Thursday 1st October 2026 
Thursday 5th November 2026 
Thursday 3rd December 2026 
Thursday 7th January 2027 
Thursday 4th February 2027 
Thursday 4th March 2027 

 

 

26.03. 22 Public Participation on agenda items only (3 minutes each) 
 

 None 

 

26.03. 23 To consider items for next agenda 
 

 Use of Green Application 
 Ottomer Pond 
 Crown Rd parking & repairs.  
 Repairs to The Green (update) 
 Solar Farm update if available 
 Hargham Road Cottages. 
 Footpath along Green (update) 

 

 

26.03. 24 To Confirm date of next Parish Council meeting on 2nd April 
2026 at Old Buckenham Village Hall at 19:30. 
Confirmed 

 

26.03. 25 To Confirm Meeting Closed at 21h06 
Confirmed 
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Appendix A 
 
Norfolk County Council delivers balanced and responsible budget for 2026–27 
Norfolk County Council has approved a balanced £613.8m budget for 2026–27, 
demonstrating strong financial leadership and prudent management in what remains 
one of the toughest funding climates in decades. 
Under Conservative leadership, the council has once again delivered stability and 
certainty for residents, setting a balanced financial position while identifying £42.3 
million in savings and efficiencies and committing £76.3 million in targeted invest-
ment to protect vital services and strengthen Norfolk’s economy. 
Despite significant national financial pressures and ongoing constraints in central 
government funding, Norfolk’s Conservative administration has ensured the county 
remains on a firm financial footing, without resorting to emergency measures. This 
stands in stark contrast to a growing number of upper-tier authorities across the 
country that have issued Section 114 notices or are facing effective bankruptcy. 
The budget enables the council to continue: 

 Protecting frontline services 
 Investing heavily in adults and children’s services 
 Delivering new libraries and modern learning hubs in key towns 
 Supporting for heritage, culture, and tourism 
 Driving transformative reforms to improve efficiency and outcomes 
 Backing economic growth and infrastructure 
 Maintaining long-term financially sustainability  

Councillors also agreed a 4.998% council tax increase, in line with national funding 
assumptions and the continued reliance on local taxation to safeguard core services. 
Norfolk Conservatives have been clear that this decision reflects the financial reali-
ties facing councils nationwide, while ensuring essential services remain protected 
for Norfolk residents. 
This budget reinforces Norfolk Conservatives’ commitment to careful stewardship of 
taxpayers’ money, strong local services, and a resilient future for the county. 
 
County council elections confirmed for 7th May 
Elections for all 84 divisions of Norfolk County Council will now go ahead on 7th May, 
following a late reversal by the Labour Government to withdraw its previous decision 
to postpone the vote. 
The original postponement had been announced to allow councils to focus on prepa-
rations for local government reorganisation and devolution. However, the sudden 
change of direction has created uncertainty for local authorities across the country. 
Despite the shifting national position, Norfolk County Council had responsibly pre-
pared for all eventualities. The authority had already made financial provision and 
operational plans to ensure elections could proceed smoothly if required. 
Local Conservative leaders have welcomed the confirmation that residents will have 
their say as planned. The Norfolk Conservatives have reiterated their commitment to 
strong local leadership, sound financial management and standing up for Norfolk’s 
interests, particularly at a time when national policy decisions have caused disruption 
and uncertainty for councils. 
With elections now confirmed, attention turns to ensuring a clear choice for voters 
about the future direction of the county and continued stable leadership for Norfolk. 
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Further details of the Government’s decision can be found in its published statement 
on the postponement of local elections in England in May 2026. 
 
Norfolk County Council invests in community led highway improvements 
across the county 
Norfolk County Council has reaffirmed its commitment to supporting local communi-
ties with the approval of 99 new highway improvement schemes for 2026-27, deliv-
ered in partnership with town and parish councils across Norfolk.  
Papers published today ahead of next month's Cabinet meeting highlight how the 
Parish Partnership Programme, now entering its fifteenth year, gives local communi-
ties a voice in shaping the highways enhancements that matter most to them, 
whether that's improving pedestrian safety, slowing vehicle speeds, or making it eas-
ier to walk, cycle or access local services.  
This year's programme represents a total investment of £769,034, made possible 
through the longstanding 50/50 funding model. Town and parish councils will collec-
tively contribute £384,517, matched by £384,517 from Norfolk County Council, ena-
bling more than twice as many small-scale schemes to be delivered than could be 
funded by the council alone.  
In total local councils submitted 99 bids for 2026/27 and all were approved as viable 
schemes after being carefully assessed against value for money, community out-
comes, safety benefits and compliance.  
The programme will deliver across the county from Ashill and Attleborough to Wy-
mondham and Weybourne and include;  

 68 small highway improvements - such as village gateways, new trods, 
signage, surfacing, benches, and access improvements  

 31 vehicle activated speed sign (VAS/SAM2) projects, helping encourage 
safer speeds through villages and towns. The County Council has stepped in 
to fully support this part of the programme following the withdrawal of previous 
funding from the Safety Camera Partnership 

The full report including a list of all 99 schemes can be found from page 788 in the 
cabinet papers online.ௗ  
 
Norfolk County Council back hospitality with £250,000 support programme 
Norfolk County Council is delivering targeted support for the county’s vital hospitality 
sector, launching a £250,000 package at the Norfolk Market Towns Conference as 
part of a wider £1m investment in high streets. 
More than 120 retailers and organisations gathered at Thursford to shape the future 
of Norfolk’s market towns, highlighting the council’s proactive, partnership-led ap-
proach to supporting local businesses. 
Building on the success of the council’s High Streets Matter initiative, the new pro-
gramme will offer bespoke training for pubs, restaurants, hotels and independent re-
tailers. Businesses can access practical workshops, both in-person and online, cov-
ering marketing, bookings, menu development and staffing, alongside business 
improvement grants of up to £1,000. 
A further High Growth Programme will support 24 ambitious businesses with special-
ist advice and grants of up to £2,500 to help grow the next retail and hospitality suc-
cess stories. 
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Additional Love Your Market Town grants will help businesses boost civic pride, in-
crease footfall and celebrate what makes their town unique, while Retail Excellence 
courses are also available for non-hospitality high street businesses. 
This investment underlines Norfolk Conservatives’ commitment to backing local en-
terprise, strengthening market towns and ensuring Norfolk’s high streets remain vi-
brant, resilient and ready to thrive. 
 
Norfolk County Council launches 2026 Rural Business Awards 
Norfolk County Council is once again shining a spotlight on the county’s outstanding 
rural enterprise as nominations open for the prestigious Norfolk Rural Business 
Awards 2026. 
From pioneering food and drink producers to forward-thinking farming innovators and 
dedicated community champions, the awards celebrate the very best of rural Norfolk. 
Businesses, individuals and organisations are invited to apply across nine catego-
ries, with finalists honoured at a special ceremony during the Royal Norfolk Show in 
June. 
Now firmly established as a highlight of Norfolk’s business calendar, the 2026 
awards were officially launched on 10th February at the Norfolk Farming Conference, 
underlining the council’s ongoing commitment to supporting and championing the ru-
ral economy. 
Delivered by Norfolk County Council in partnership with the Royal Norfolk Agricul-
tural Association, the awards recognise excellence, innovation and resilience across 
the county’s diverse rural sectors. The council continues to work closely with part-
ners and sponsors to ensure rural businesses receive the recognition they deserve. 
Each category will be judged by a specialist panel, who will review applications and 
follow up with shortlisted nominees before selecting the winners. The closing date for 
entries is Tuesday 21st April. 
Winners will receive a trophy and certificate, as well as the opportunity to use Norfolk 
Rural Business Awards branding in their promotions, a mark of excellence backed by 
Norfolk County Council. 
The categories are:  

 Best Rural Community Initiative - sponsored by Pearn Wyatt Transport Ltd  
 Best Rural Innovation in Practice - sponsored by Birketts  
 Best Food and Drink Producer - sponsored by Fountain Fresh Imports  
 Norfolk's 'Unsung Hero' - sponsored by Poultec  
 Best Food and Farming Champion - sponsored by CLG Norfolk  
 Best Emerging Talent - sponsored by PlantGrow  
 Best Rural Tourism Attraction - sponsored by Thursford  
 Best Woman in Agriculture - sponsored by Lovewell Blake  
 Best Rural Business - sponsored by New Anglia Growth Hub  

Find out how to apply by visiting www.norfolk.gov.uk/business/norfolk-rural-
business-awards. 
 
 
 
Norfolk strengthens support for fostering 
Leaders at Norfolk County Council have reaffirmed their commitment to strengthen-
ing fostering services and supporting foster families across the county. 
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The council continues to focus on: 
 Expanding fostering capacity  
 Enhancing regional collaboration  
 Innovating to improve outcomes for children  
 Developing stronger support for foster families  
 Simplifying processes and putting trusted relationships first  

This builds on significant investment, agreed last month, which will see:  
 A 15% uplift in fees for mainstream and kinship carers  
 Additional uplifts for mainstream carers looking after children aged 10 and 

older  
 Greater rewards for long service  
 An expanded therapeutic support team  
 Enhanced practical support for foster families 

Norfolk County Council is taking action to address the ongoing shortage of foster 
carers. There are children currently living in residential care who could thrive in a fos-
tering family. Evidence shows that living in a family environment is less traumatic and 
leads to better long-term outcomes for children in care. It also represents better 
value for the local authority, with a residential care placement in Norfolk costing 
nearly £300,000 per year compared with around £45,000 per year for a foster home. 
The council continues to play a key role in regional collaboration through Foster 
East, a partnership between 11 local authorities across the eastern region. 
On average, five children per week come into care in Norfolk. The council works with 
around 300 fostering households who look after children ranging in age from babies 
to young adults. 
For further information visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/fostering  
 
Boost for water safety as new rescue boats arrive 
Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service has taken delivery of six new Zodiac Milpro ERB400 
rescue boats to strengthen its response to water emergencies across the county. 
The boats will support rescues on inland waterways and the Broads, as well as as-
sist during major flooding incidents. They will replace ageing vessels at King’s Lynn, 
Great Yarmouth, Dereham and Carrow fire stations, with an additional boat based at 
the Training and Development Centre in Bowthorpe to enhance in-house training. 
Crews will complete familiarisation training before the new fleet becomes fully opera-
tional. The investment modernises equipment that was more than 18 years old, en-
suring firefighters are equipped to respond quickly and safely. 
Norfolk Fire & Rescue Service will continue working with partners through the 
county’s Water Safety Forum to educate the public about staying safe around water. 
In any coastal emergency, residents should call 999 and ask for HM Coastguard. 
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Appendix B 
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